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Background





EFER (1987-2012): 


25 years of promoting entrepreneurship in Europe
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EFER Mission: The European Forum for Entrepreneurship Research (EFER) fosters and promotes research and teaching in the field of entrepreneurship at institutions of higher education across Western and Eastern Europe.








European universities must play a key role in promoting entrepreneurship and innovation, helping students learn not only how to start, but also how to grow, enterprises. Technical and scientific schools, in particular, provide potential breeding grounds for high technology/high growth companies or “gazelles”.





Entrepreneurship education has grown significantly in Europe and strong growth is expected to continue. However, more needs to be done, particularly in:





Faculty training and development


Outreach to and engagement with business leaders and entrepreneurs


Curriculum and course material development


Cross-border faculty collaboration and exchange 

















1. Encourage and support entrepreneurship training programmes for European faculty





European Entrepreneurship Colloquium (EEC): an intensive one-week programme for European professors to foster and breed entrepreneurship at universities across Europe. 





323 professors from 155 institutions in 41 European countries have been trained in entrepreneurship at EFER’s “Teach-the-Teachers” programmes: Cambridge 2001, HBS EECPCL 2005-2008 and EEC Maastricht 2009. 





Focusing on European dimension, EFER will run the EEC (2010-2012) in collaboration with IESE, Warsaw Business School, Cambridge University and Europe Unlimited with support from the EU. 





2. Support exchange of faculty between countries


EFER Bologna Faculty Exchange Programme: one week exchanges to encourage cross-border sharing and learning (launched in 2007). The goal is to have 100 exchanges in the next 3 years.





3. Build and strengthen faculty networks and collaboration


EFER Faculty Roundtables: discussions on entrepreneurship teaching and research. Connecting with relevant partner organizations, entrepreneurs and practitioners to expand depth and network.





6 roundtables have been held in Aachen, Barcelona, Frankfurt, Oslo, Ljubljana and Ghent. Next in St. Petersburg and Istanbul. 





4. Support the development of European entrepreneurship cases and course materials


Encourage use of interactive pedagogies. 50 European case studies have been supported in the past.


EFER works with an extensive network of schools and professors from across Europe and around the world, from technical universities to business schools, bringing together the latest information on best practices in entrepreneurship education. EFER also works with networks of entrepreneurs and other practitioners.





EFER Academic Advisors include:


Prof. Howard Stevenson, Harvard Business School, USA


Prof. Derek Abell, formerly HBS, IMD & ESMT


Prof. Pitch Johnson and Tom Byers, Stanford University, USA


Prof. Michael Hay and John Mullins, London Business School, UK


Prof. Dr. Philippe Haspeslagh, Vlerick Leuven Gent Management School, Belgium 


Dr. Jolanta Mazur, Warsaw School of Economics, Poland


Dr. Tea Petrin, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia


Prof. Julia Prats, IESE, Spain


Prof. Christine Volkmann, Wuppertal University, Germany


Prof. Shai Vyakarnam, University of Cambridge, UK





EFER Board Members include:


Andrew Brown, Baker Tilly International, Belgium


Ove Höegh, entrepreneur and investor, Norway


Prof. Dr. Klaus Nathusius, founder of GENES Venture Services GmbH, Germany


Dr. Jos B. Peeters, Capricorn Venture Partner, Belgium


Dr. Bert Twaalfhoven, Founder and President, EFER


Karen E. Wilson, Advisor, EFER and Senior Fellow, Kauffman Foundation, Europe





Maastricht July 19-25, 2009





Background





The European Forum for Entrepreneurship Research (EFER) fosters and promotes research and teaching in the field of entrepreneurship at institutions of higher education across Western and Eastern Europe. EFER works with an extensive network of schools and professors from across Europe and around the world. 





EFER’s programmes on entrepreneurship teaching have been developed to address the gaps and needs identified in Europe through the research work conducted by EFER over the years. After these programmes many of the alumni professors have revamped their teaching approaches and are working on further building the entrepreneurship programmes within their institutions. 





EFER has also hosted numerous roundtables, seminars and conferences. Through these programmes and activities, EFER has focused on building links between academia, practitioners, and students in Eastern and Western Europe.


EFER was founded in 1987 by Dr. Bert Twaalfhoven with support from Harvard Business School, HBS alumni and many other individuals and companies. Karen Wilson, HBS alumna and former Executive Director of the HBS Global Initiative, has worked with EFER since 2003 and currently serves as an Advisor and Board Member. Yupar Myint joined EFER as Programme Director in 2008 to develop and manage the European Entrepreneurship Colloquia (EEC). 























EFER Activities








